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Bezfore bim lay the *'via dolorcsa’’
the sorrowiul way. It was a way
of- shame, of anguish, of humilije-
tions, and death, and he found it

" difficalt fto .eccept, but he said,

“Not my will,”
thine be done'” And the TFather
answered his Scn with the streng-
thening apgels. So he took the
vinepress of the wrath of Ged, to
8ave an erring race-

We also ghrink from pein and
digcipline, but do we face it as the
Master did? Men tc-day, want an
easy religicn, which will make
little or no demand from them,
But Christ does.not offer his fol-
lowers that kind of profession Bo
follow him still entails self-denial,
and it means bearing the ecross
after him, like the patient Simon
of Oyrene who teoiled after the
ILord along the sorrowful way and
whoee hearl became

of the cross.

The Chbristian life- beging and
ends with the Cross. At our bap-
tism we receive the Holy Sign: at
our burial, belore the earthly re-
maing are hidden from sight uptil
the resurrection day, the Holy
Sign is traced therempon, in gure
and certain hope of the resurrec-
ion to immorbaliby. :

In our baptism we were linked
$0 Christ so that we become as
cloge to him, as our finger is to
our hand, and our hand fo our arm
and so to onr whole body, and the
entire body is consecrated to our
Lord by the boly sign. We became
part of opr Master, and we must

, make his crogs not omnly on omr-
selves bat on our posgessionss in
Other words it means that onrselves

O Fatker, ‘but

_ chapged ‘by.
his sharing with Christ the weight ..

IT

and oor belongings a2re hallowed
forthe service of Ged and humanity-

In the goepel-story of our Lord’s
life we {ind that be was constantly
called vpon to face oppesition, and
therefore we his followers, mast
be prepared to endore the same
every day of our ljfe:

There are pecple who say that it
is ot poseible to live the Chris.
tian life in the world. It is trae
that ne man can be & perfeet fol-
lower of Christ, but S. Paul,
though be ackrowledges himself
to be the ‘chiefest of s'nners'’- Yot
in.the pext breeth, cries: "I can

_do all thiogs throngh Chriet who
sbrengtheneth me.”’

There is thestery of Mr- Marsden,
8 mefhodist missionary, who
managed fo reach Chins, when thafb
counfry was a closed land (evan
a8 ib almost is, to-day). He coold
not travel in e British ship be-
cavse that was not allowed. So be
went to America, and sailed from
bhat land The Captain of the ship

one day said to this passenger- “‘Do

you think that yoo can do any-
thing ip that forbidden country?”
And the reply came: ‘I can’t but
God can’’ Mr, Masden lived many
years in China. He worked ab a
trade and never appeared o prac-
bise his religion openly- But he
learnt the Jangnage and made
translations of the scriptures
When he died, he left behind him
one catechist and his work, ¢The
open Bible-” On this foundation
grew up bhe flourishbicg Christian
Church of the futore and even to-
day, despite the existing get-
backs, the, Church remaineth-

So whatever our individoal dif—
ficulbies may be, we ocan grow in

grace from day $o day. and the tesk
of oor progress will %+ “Am I a
better Christian to-d. , dan I was
this time last year?'’ :

And the chorch oar mother is
given to us as ovy goide and helper
throughount our earthly pilgrimage-
She will help us if we pruy, and
make nze of the means of Grace,
as the Sacraments are called, OFf
these there are ceven and seven is
the perfect mnumber- As Christ
calls us td a life of perfection, so
be gives to us channels cf divine
grace to enable us to reach thabt
blessed state- The Sacraments are
ready to our hand, and our Mother
meets v8 with them and with othet
holy ordinances aé every stage of
oor earbbly progress-

She will enable ns to have the
knowledge that within ug {g tha
power of the risen Lord. She will
teach ns, that by servica, we can
forget ourselves and show love ona
to anotber and we shall learn that
thore who love most are capable
of giving most.

Oontemplate Ckrist's love, as
shown by his earthly life. Do you
think he foond if easy to live as
an onbeast among men? Do you
think he foand if easy to preach
to those who hated and despised
bim? Do you think he fcund it easy
to soffer the piercing of ~ : pails
and thorns, and the thru.= of the
gpear, to endure the agony, dark-—
ness and desolation of tbe Crose?
Yet he accepted it all for the jow
that was set before him—the joy of
giving salyation to the earthly
children whom he himgelf had
tashioned. 1

Wkere did he find this fortitude?
Burely in the wunity exsisting Lef-
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wean himself and his divine Father-
And the secret of its maintenance
lay io the silent wigils apon the
hill-tops when the Savioor spent
long hours in prayer and contem-
plation- Likewise prayer is the
very essence of Christianity-

And how did Jesus prepare for
hig ministry, but by the long fast
af forty days within the wilderness
of Judea: It was only by the virtue
of elf-danial, strengthened by.
prayer and meditation,
Liord was able to face and enduore
the desolation which lay before
him- . y . :

So with the Christian: Within
the Catholic Charch, there is pre-
pared the whole armounr of God-
QOur Mother, following the divine
precepts feaches her children to
fagl, and to' diccipline their lives:
Alsc she nunrbores them with the
gpiritonal food of the ILord’s pro-
viding- In the Blessed Sacrament,
the Holy Qurbana, the Lord’s risen
and glorified life iz imparted to
earthly bodies, and his flesh and
blocd hidden in earthly members,
giving physical and spiritual
strength to their beings, The very
veins of men are filled with the
gaickening vitality of the God-Man-
For a8 ordinary food strengthens
the body, so does the heavenly
food nourish fthe spirif of man
whioh is eternal-

Remember at the Altar we come
face fo face with our Lord, and
there, beholding him with the aye
of faith, there comes to o8 some-
thing ¢f the joy for which the
Saviour labounred.

Bat we can only approach him
by the way of peniteunoce, and thers-
fore it is so eegsential that we shall
present ourselves to him wich the
sure knowledge of sin forgiven- So
again Mother Church shows us the
way. She offers us the Sacrament
of absolofion. It is not easy to
confess our faults end failings to &
fellow sinner. And yet, we consolt
our earthly phygicians withont in-
hibition: I think this is bgcansa we
do not regard the priest as a spiri-
tual physician: I know pecple who
will nob freqguent the conlessional
becaoee they have bad some dii-
jerenca with their parish priest, so
weeks and months go by, and no
copfession is made, amd Do com-
munion is given Our‘paoplie need to
learn that the priegt is the’‘channel
of divine grace” through whom fhe
knowledge of forgiven . sin (ab-
solution) is obtained: So no petty
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differenge ghould keep us 8way
from the morcy seat- Wa shoold
seek to- remember thab the words
uttered by the priest are the words
of the heavenly absolvers who
mude thig posgible by virtas of h!s
life-giving death upon OCalvary's
trea-

And onr Mester will always comse
t0 meet us, bat only if we tuorm
cur fecas and ony lives !;ow-ﬂ.-rdﬁ
him- 1f cor tribalations and diffienl-
ties are laid at the foot of the
Crose, and left there, we can then
procgad along the way thasb laad'ehh
from the eartih to heaven sonsclong
of his help and sucsonr- He is even

"in oar midat, and as [ bagan with

hig words, so do I end: *'Bs of goosi’
cheer, T have overcome the world:
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Theught for the Week

As the flower turns towards the
sun or the dog to his master, so
the soul turns to God-.

Archhishop Temple.
J

THE CHURCH WEEKLY
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